FALL 2005

GENERAL EDUCATION CORE AUDIT

We have never systematically reviewed the general education core from the standpoint of a program, particularly how big it is, how many students it serves, and how many faculty it takes to staff it. I decided to take a preliminary look, and this document is a summary of my findings for the Fall semester 2005.

I have turned the data into charts that display information for the general education core and for each goal within core. The graphs for each section include: the number of sections offered, the number of those that were either full or over-enrolled, the capacity in terms of the number of students who could enroll in the sections, the number that were actually enrolled, the resulting percentage of capacity for the sections and the percentage of the sections that were taught by full-time faculty. Although I have included data about all of these, I have graphed only two. The percentage of capacity for each goal is shown as a bar graph, and the percent of sections taught by full-time faculty is shown as a line graph. In the case of the first graph, the numbers for general education core as a whole, both percentages are represented as a bar graph.

Two things to note. (1) I pulled the information from Banner in late October and early November by which time many students had dropped out of core classes. The figures for how full the sections are would probably have been higher had I pulled the data in September. I intend to do this again next semester in January. (2) In goal 8, the sciences, I counted labs and lectures equally as sections.

Summary Data for General Education Core, Fall 2005

229 Sections  (24.2% of all 944 sections offered)

52% of sections offered by full time faculty

48% of sections offered by adjunct faculty

50 full time faculty (38% of 131 full time faculty)

50 adjunct faculty (26% of 187 adjuncts hired for Fall 2005)

4,575 students (84% of available seats in general education core)
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This final graph is a summary of the information provided by departments in their annual reports about how centrally the goals of general education are addressed within the major. Two things to note:

1.
This is a very sketchy information. It was created by assigning a value of 0 to a goal that was not addressed at all by a major, 1 to a goal that was addressed peripherally, and 2 to a goal that was addressed centrally and then simply adding up the scores for each goal.

2.
I adopted the departments' self assessment and did not change their numerical assessment, even if it did not entirely match their written justification. 

Generating and interpreting information about how well the goals of general education are being addressed by the majors is an area that is ripe for a faculty-wide conversation.
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